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(57) Abstract: A method of forming a wellbore casing that includes posi- 
tioning a fust wellbore casing (14) within and coupling to a borehole (10), 
positioning a second wellbore casing ( 1 6) within the borehole that overlaps 
with and is coupled to the first wellbore casing ( 14), positioning a tubu- 
lar liner (18) within the borehole thai overlaps with and is coupled lu at a 
least a portion of the second wellbore casing ( 16). extending the length of 
the borehole (10). decoupling the liner (18) from the second casing (16) 
and removing the liner from the borehole, and positioning a third wellbore 
casing (20) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to the 
second wellbore casing (16). 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 20 July 2004 (20.07.04); 
claims 21 to 30 added] 

21. A method of forming a weilbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

positioning a tubular liner within the borehole; 

extending the length of the borehole; 

removing the tubular liner from the borehole; 

positioning a wellbore casing within the borehole; ax^d 

coupling the wellbore casing to the borehole. 



22. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a boifehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupl|ng the first wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

positioning a tubular liner within the borehole that Overlaps with and is coupled to at least a 

portion of the first wellbore casing; 
extending the length of the borehole, 

decoupling the tubular liner from the first wellborcjcasing and removing the tubular liner from 
the borehole; and 

positioning a second wellbore casing within the bojehole that overlaps with and is coupled to 
the first wellbore casing. 

23. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for positioning a tubular liner within the bef ehole; 
means for extending the length of the borehole; 
means for removing the tubular liner from the borehole; 
means for positioning a wellbore casing within th^ borehole; and 
means for coupling the wellbore casing to the borfeholc. 

24. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a tyorehole (hat traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for positioning a first wellbore casing wirh-in and coupling the first wellbore casing to 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a tubular liner within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to at 

least a portion of the first wellbore casing; 
means for extending the length of the borehole; 
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means for decoupling the tubular liner from the first wellbore casing and removing the tubular 

liner from the borehole; and 
means for positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole thai overlaps with and is 

coupled to the first wellbore casing. 

25. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling the first wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to 

the fust wellbore casing; 
preventing the second wellbore casing from collapsing; 
extending the length of the borehole; and 

positioning a third wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to the 
second wellbore casing. 

26. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation comprising: 

preventing the borehole from collapsing; 
extending the length of the borehole; 
positioning a wellbore casing within the borehole;' and 
coupling the wellbore casing to the borehole. 

27. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising. 

positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling the first wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

preventing the first wellbore casing from collapsing; 
extending the length of the borehole; and 

positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to 
the first wellbore casing. 

28. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising; 

means for positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling the first wellbore casing to 
the borehole; 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 2IHM/0II776 



IK 



PCT/US2003/O2OK7O 



means for positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is 

coupled to the first wellborc casing; 
means for preventing the second wellbore casing from collapsing; 
means for extending the length of the borehole; and 

means for positioning a third wellborc casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is 
coupled to the second wellbore casing. 

29, A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for preventing the borehole from collapsing; 

means for extending the length of the borehole; 

means for positioning a wellborc casing within the borehole; and 

means for coupling the wellbore casing to the borehole. 

30. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means forprjsitianing a first wellbore casing within and coupling the first wellborc casing to 
the borehole; 

means for preventing the first wellbore casing from collapsing; 

means for extending the length of the borehole; and 
means for positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to the first wellbore casing. 
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(57) Abstract: A method of forming a wellbore casing that includes po- 
sitioning a first wellbore casing (14) within and coupling to a borehole 
(10), positioning a second wellbore casing (16) within the borehole that 
overlaps with and is coupled to the first wellbore casing (14), positioning 
a tubular liner (18) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to at a least a portion of the second wellbore casing (16), extending the 
length of the borehole ( 1 0), decoupling the liner ( 1 8) from the second cas- 
ing (16) and removing the liner from the borehole, and positioning a third 
wellbore casing (20) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to the second wellbore casing (16V , 
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